
Congratulations,  
Graduates!

More than 860 seniors will graduate in 
June 2018 from Bellingham Public Schools.

See page 3 inside for more on our 
improving graduation rates.
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ABOVE: Future students in Bellingham Public 
Schools, Naya Lawyer (left) and Padraig 
(Diggy) Durgan, enjoy the Central Kitchen 
‘groundbreaking’ event on May 10. More 
photos and story on page 4.

Delivering on The Promise
Dear Community,

We’ve had an amazing year in Bellingham 
Public Schools with great progress in so 
many areas. Inside this edition you will 
read just a few of our noteworthy stories.

We started the school year with a new 
high school schedule and new 
start and end times for elementary 
schools and high schools. We 
end with reports of positive 
trends in our graduation rates 
and in students taking advantage 
of new courses at their schools.

Thanks to the citizens of Bellingham, 
our facilities are headed in a promising 
direction with the passage of the February 
bond. We have mapped out our facilities 
projects for you for the next five years.

Our work around wellness and food 
continues, as well as our strides to 
incorporate social emotional learning 
into our schools and classrooms. 

Next school year, we will continue to look 
at adjusting some school attendance areas 
as populations shift in our neighborhoods. 

We couldn’t accomplish any of this 
progress without our committed staff at 
every school and in every department, nor 
without our community’s tireless support.

Have a wonderful spring and summer,
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High quality instruction 
occurs in every classroom, 
every day, resulting in high 
levels of learning. This is 
supported by purposeful 
and ongoing professional 
development of all staff 
and effective leadership 

throughout the organization.

We provide an equitable
distribution of resources
and services to ensure

excellence for all.

Authentic partnerships 
are essential in order to 

deliver upon our promise. 
We actively seek input from 
and work together with all 
stakeholders to cultivate 

both existing and new 
partnerships.
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key strategies

vision
We, as a community,
make a collective commitment to 
Bellingham’s children. We will 
empower every child to discover and 
develop a passion, contribute to their 
community, and achieve a fulfilling 
and productive life.

We believe:
• all children should be loved,
• the whole child is important,
• every child can learn at high levels,
• early learning and development are critical,
• learning is lifelong and essential to a high 

quality of life,
• compassion and service build community,
• teaching children to do their best involves 

self-reflection and reaching higher,
• diversity enhances a strong and healthy 

community, and
• together we achieve more than alone.

At all levels, but with 
particular attention to our 
middle and high schools, 

we promote innovation and 
flexibility to ensure we are 

meeting the needs  of  
all students.

Great Teaching 
with Strong 

 Support
Student,

Family, and
Community

Engagement

Innovation
and

Flexibility

Early
Childhood
Education

We invest in a strong 
early childhood (prenatal 
to third grade) program 
because of its powerful 

long-term return for 
our students and 

community.

mission
We collectively commit
that our students are cared for and 
respected, and that they will graduate 
from our schools prepared for success. 
All students will be exceptional 
in their own way, with strong 
character, a passion for learning, 
and ready for the widest range of 
educational and vocational options 
to support a diversity of life choices.

core beliefs
We will accomplish this through:

A One
Schoolhouse

Approach

outcomes
• readers and writers,
• scientists and 

mathematicians,
• historians and global 

thinkers,
• artists and performers,  
• artisans and technicians, 
• multilingual readers  

and speakers,
• skilled users of technology 

and information,

• leaders, collaborators  
and team players,

• dependable and  
responsible people,

• confident individuals  
who continuously  
challenge themselves, 

• respectful and 
compassionate humans,

• honest and ethical citizens 
who act with integrity,

• healthy, active individuals,
• critical thinkers and 

problem solvers,
• effective communicators,
• innovators and creators, 

and
• well-rounded community 

members engaged with 
the broader world.

We develop students and graduates who are:
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High quality instruction 
occurs in every classroom, 
every day, resulting in high 
levels of learning. This is 
supported by purposeful 
and ongoing professional 
development of all staff 
and effective leadership 

throughout the organization.

We provide an equitable
distribution of resources
and services to ensure

excellence for all.

Authentic partnerships 
are essential in order to 

deliver upon our promise. 
We actively seek input from 
and work together with all 
stakeholders to cultivate 

both existing and new 
partnerships.BELOW: Happy Valley students 

hard at work in March.
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We develop students and graduates who are:

Overall graduation rates for students 
in Bellingham Public Schools increased 
from 79 percent in 2010 to 87 percent 
in 2016. Four-year graduation rates 
increased from 75 percent in 2010 to 83 
percent in 2016.

In addition, four subgroups of 
students, English language learners 
(ELL), Hispanic, those eligible for free/
reduced priced meals and those receiving 
special education 

services, saw graduation rates for 2016 
increase in year-over-year comparisons. 
Furthermore, we’ve seen dramatic 
increases for all four subgroups since 
2011. Gaps in graduation rates have 
decreased between white and Hispanic 
students; in 2011, there was an 18 percent 
gap and by 2016, the gap had fallen to 5 
percent. 

Between 2011 and 2016, dropout 
rates have fallen significantly as well. 
The dropout rate for English language 
learners has decreased from 27 percent 
to 10 percent. For Hispanic students, 
dropout rates have fallen from 33 percent 
to 10 percent, and five-year graduation 
rates are up a full 20 percent (from 63 

percent in 2011 to 83 percent 
in 2016). Low income student 
dropout rates have fallen from 
26 percent to 17 percent over this 
time period, and for students 
with IEPs the rate has fallen from 
27 percent to 21 percent, with 
many students who are on an IEP 

continuing beyond a fifth year.
These are noteworthy trends. As with 

any data set, it is challenging to pinpoint 
the exact cause. The Bellingham Promise 
guides our work and decisions around 

important investments and initiatives 
to help us improve graduation rates. Key 
strategies within The Promise help us 
accomplish our vision and mission.

Student, Family and Community 
Engagement is critical. The Family 
Engagement team works hard to connect 
with and support our Hispanic families 
(as well as other ethnicities) by providing 
home visits and responding to family 
needs for basic survival support.

Investments in Great Teaching 
with Strong Support and additions to 
our ELL teaching model seven years 
ago helped meet the needs of ELL 
students and families. Increasing the 
number of staff for special education, 
and adding counselors and deans to 
support high quality instruction helped 
schools identify at-risk students. High 
school success coordinators have also 
contributed to this cause.

The One Schoolhouse Approach and 
a strong commitment to equity has 
allowed us to help all students and all 
schools within our district, including 
the funding gaps we’ve closed with the 
Project Free Education initiative and our 
partnership with the Bellingham Public 
Schools Foundation. 

Graduation Rates Up for All Students

At the start of this school year, the 
number of class periods for high school 
students increased from six to eight, 
and the number of credits required for 
graduation will ramp up over the next 
few years from 24 to 30 for current 
freshmen.

The eight-period day and the 30 credits 
follow the state’s decision to increase the 
number of credits required for graduation 
from 20 to 24, starting with the class 
of 2019. Bellingham’s heftier 30 credits 
isn’t intended to make school more 
difficult; rather, students now have the 
opportunity to make their educational 
experience more interesting and relevant.

The number of credits students can 
devote to electives is increasing from four 
to 9.5. “We’re allowing more flexibility 
for students to balance ‘have to take’ and 
‘want to take,’” Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) Director Jeff Tetrick said.

A growing number of students are 
already opting to spend their elective 
credits on CTE classes. Career and 
Technical Education is leaps and bounds 
ahead of the antiquated “three R’s” of 
yesteryear. Bellingham students can 
take Aerospace Manufacturing at a 
new facility at Options High School; or 
Forensics, Sports Medicine, Robotics or 
Video Game Design. The 2018-19 course 
catalog lists 64 CTE classes.

Enrollment in high school CTE courses 
jumped 43 percent from 2016-17 to this 
year, due in large part to 
the new eight-period 
schedule. CTE classes are 
geared specifically to 
prepare students for 
future careers. The 
CTE program also 
gives students 
an incentive 

to stay in school by offering college 
credit in several classes for a B grade or 
higher, including the required freshman 
Technical Literacy class.

CTE courses help eliminate barriers 
to higher education by teaching the 
skills colleges want to see in incoming 
students. 

BELOW: Sports medicine teacher 
Maggie Hite with Sehome 
student Sylus Augustine. The 
number of students getting 
industry certificates in 
Sports Medicine increased 
dramatically from 50 in 2016 
to 211 in 2017. Many of those 
became certified in CPR and 
first aid.

CTE classes teach valuable, real-world skills
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VIDEO: Isabel Meaker leads the Family 
Engagement team which works hard to keep 
kids in school. View video of her describing 
the activities connecting families to schools by 
scanning the QR code above.
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Estimated Completion
These are estimates. Timelines will be adjusted as needed.

Facilities Planning
The February 2018 school construction bond passed 

at an approval rate of more than 70 percent thanks 
to community voter support. These new and updated 
facilities will benefit students for generations to come. 

Our revised timeline for bond projects can be viewed 
on the following page. These projects are funded by 
the bonds approved by voters in both November 2013 
and earlier this year in February 2018. 

Three elementary schools will be 
rebuilt and completed by August 
2022. These schools are being rebuilt 
due to their condition and will help 
us meet demands associated with 
growth occurring in north Bellingham. 
Educational specifications and design 
advisory committee work started up for 

Work on the new Sehome High School 
progresses on schedule. Mass site work 
for the building phase is complete with 
the exception of sidewalks, a fire lane and 
general landscaping. Major utilities have 
been installed around the building with 
some electrical and irrigation still to be 
completed. The exterior wall framing and 
exterior masonry veneer is complete. The 
east side of the building is transitioning 
to a finish stage; the exposed concrete 
floor grinding and polishing is on 
schedule; and paint and wall finish 

items are progressing as well. On the 
west side of the building, activities focus 
on completion of the weather barrier, 
window opening installation, roofing and 
starting the dry out process of the wood 
structure. The new Sehome will be ready 
for students and staff no later than fall 
2019. Photos of the Sehome construction 
are available (scan the QR code below) or 
watch the workzone webcam online.

Sehome High on target to open by Fall 2019

both Alderwood and Parkview in May. We 
will begin to map out plans, work with 
architects and collaborate with the city 
of Bellingham and Whatcom County. 
Parkview and Sunnyland are adjacent to 
city parks, and Alderwood is one of our 
three schools located in the county.  

Alderwood, Parkview and Sunnyland 
to be rebuilt
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ABOVE (right): Sehome junior Jozlin Peterson reviews  
Central Kitchen schemata on display in the Irongate building 

during the ‘groundbreaking’ event on May 10. Peterson was 
a member of the Food Services Advisory Group in 2015-16.

Irongate warehouse 
to be renovated into 
Central Kitchen

The 2013 facilities bond included funds 
to build a new centralized kitchen to help 
us deliver on our promise to “encourage a 
lifetime of healthy eating by preparing and 
serving students nourishing, delicious, whole 
foods” (Food Services vision adopted in 2016).  
While originally planned to be housed 
at the new Sehome High School campus, 
issues related to the site’s topography and 
revised stormwater retention regulations 
made that location impractical. A Central 
Kitchen Facility Design Team finalized 
a design that calls for the renovation 
of an existing building that the district 
purchased in October 2017.

Located at 2005 Alpine 
Way in the Irongate area, the 
new Central Kitchen will be 
approximately 12,500 square 
feet when complete. The 
exterior of the building 
will remain essentially 
the same, but the interior 
space will undergo 
important architectural, 
mechanical and electrical 
improvements. These 
improvements will support 
state-of-the-art equipment, 
including space for 
receiving; dry, freezer 
and refrigerated storage; 

cooking and vegetable preparation; 
blast chilling; ware and cart washing; 
cooling and preparation for transport; as 
well as a training/conference room and 
offices. A ‘groundbreaking’ event took 
place on May 10.

ABOVE: Marcy Brown, cooking cluster 
manager at Squalicum High, hits the nail on 
the head with the ceremonial golden hammer!

BELOW (left): Construction progresses 
inside the Sehome site.
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Bond Projects
Delivering On The Bellingham Promise

Central Kitchen

Sehome High School Rebuild

Transportation Garage Improvements

Gordon Carter Conservation Site Improvements

Estimated Completion
These are estimates. Timelines will be adjusted as needed.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

District Office 

Alderwood, Parkview and Sunnyland Elementary Rebuilds

Shuksan Auxiliary Gym

Bellingham and Squalicum High School Fields Phase 2

School  
Reader Boards 
 (2019 to 2021)

Technology  
Infrastructure  
(2019 to 2021)

Selected  
Elementary Field  

Improvements  
(2019 to 2022)

Improving Safety  
and Security 
(2019 to 2023)

Energy Efficiency  
Improvements  
(2019 to 2023)

Within The Bellingham Promise, we 
make a collective commitment to all our 
students that relies not just on our own 
internal efforts, but also on authentic 
partnerships with individuals and 
organizations across our community.

Our capital projects work is no 
different. Bellingham Public Schools have 
benefited from significant community 
partner support.

Thank you to the Whatcom Community 
Foundation (WCF) for sharing the belief 
that what we feed our kids matters. 
Their  partnership in our district’s 
ongoing efforts to transform school food 
– including a $1 million grant investing 
in research, planning, staff training and 
equipment upgrades for the new Central 
Kitchen – will help us use more whole 
and less processed foods in the meals 
and snacks we serve to more than 11,000 
students. WCF is helping us achieve The 
Good Food Promise for every student.

Thank you to RAM 
Construction for their 
support of the new Options 
High School, including 
their $85,000 donation of 

resources to get the site prepared.

And thank you to Dawson for their  
donation to enhance sustainability at the 
new Sehome High School. Their donation 
of $100,000 will help us install our first 
solar array.

5

It Takes a Village,  
the Bellingham Community
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SALAD BARS ADDED TO ALL SCHOOLS
It happened! In fall 2017, with the 
assistance of the Bellingham Public 
Schools Foundation and the Whatcom 
Community Foundation, all 22 cafeterias 
in Bellingham Public Schools were 
outfitted with a salad bar, providing fresh 
fruits and vegetables every day. 

REAL FOOD, MADE WITH LOVE
In 2017, Bellingham Public Schools 

collaboratively developed The Good 
Food Promise to clarify our vision 
for healthy food in our schools. An 
implementation committee is working 

to bring that promise to life, bringing 
together staff, families, students and 
community members who have a 
passion for nourishing, less processed 
foods. The committee helps identify and 
prioritize opportunities for improvement; 
gather feedback and ideas; and support 
alignment of food education. Follow 
their work on The Good Food Promise 
Implementation Committee webpage. 
One recent meeting was spent 
discussing how food is used at 
celebrations in classrooms and school 
events in order to develop celebration 
guidelines for schools to use that align 
with The Good Food Promise.

SLOW FOOD USA MAKES VISIT TO 
WHATCOM SCHOOL GARDEN

On April 20, Andrew Nowak, director 
of the National School Garden Program 
of Slow Food USA, visited Whatcom 
Middle School and their school garden 
to review a draft ‘Garden to Cafeteria 
Toolkit’ for Bellingham Public Schools. 
Nowak was onsite sharing his expertise 
about the steps necessary to harvest food 
from a school garden and prepare the 
fruits of that labor to serve on the school 
lunch line. This food education program 
allows students to participate in the 
full circle of the food system, starting 
from prepping and planting a garden, to 
harvesting crops when ripe, on to sharing 
the foods in their school cafeteria. 

ABOVE:  Chef Patrick and Whatcom Middle 
School food services lead Marjorie Kimmel with 
the kale salad (picked from the school garden 
earlier that morning) that is headed out to the 
salad bar on April 20.

ABOVE:  Whatcom students harvest kale in the garden 
hoop house during the Slow Foods USA visit. See page 8 
for photo of the Whatcom kale salad on plates. 

Executive Chef and Director of Food 
Services Patrick Durgan joined Nowak at 
a national conference to share the draft 
toolkit with schools across the country.

See page 4 for an update on the new 
Central Kitchen and turn to page 5 
for our special thanks to the Whatcom 
Community Foundation.

1306 Dupont StreetBellingham, WA 98225(360) 676-6520 bellinghamschools.org

CONTINUEDON BACK

Real food, made with love
The Bellingham Promise commits our community to caring for 

all children and to developing healthy and active individuals.

Food made with love and enjoyed with family and friends 

sustains our bodies and relationships. 
Throughout the school day, in the cafeteria and the classroom, 

Bellingham Public Schools encourage eating habits that are good 

for our bodies, hearts, and minds.

Our VisionIn Bellingham, we encourage 
a lifetime of healthy eating by 
serving students nourishing, 
delicious, whole foods in a 
welcoming environment. These simple food values guide us to make 

healthy choices in our schools:EAT PLENTY of minimally processed “whole” foods, especially  

fruits and vegetables.LIMIT salt and sugar. CHOOSE healthy fats.
AVOID artificial colors, flavors, and additives. 

What is “healthy food”?
Healthy food can mean different 
things to different people, but we 
use these food values as guidelines 
to inform our decisions at school.

Bellingham Public Schools has a 
Wellness Policy that guides food 
and food education choices:  
Policy and Procedure 3440

The Wellness webpage describes 
alternative ways to celebrate 
without food, and suggests food 
choices that work well at school. 
The webpage links to resources 
for ideas and inspiration. Go to 
bellinghamschools.org/wellness.

Updated 9/14/17Better nutrition
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Superintendent
Greg Baker

Board of Directors
Kelly Bashaw • Douglas Benjamin

Camille Diaz Hackler • Jennifer Mason
Quenby M. Peterson

Communications and 
Community Relations

1306 Dupont Street • Bellingham, WA 98225
bellinghamschools.org

(360) 676-6520

Bellingham Public Schools does not discriminate and 
complies with all federal and state laws and regulations, 
including the American Disabilities Act (ADA). For more 

information, please call (360) 676-6400. If you have 
a disability and need this publication in an alternate 

format, call (360) 676-6520. For questions regarding 
disabled access to district buildings,  

call (360) 676-6500.

Tell us about our 
district’s plan to invest 
in K-8 curriculum to 
support social emotional 
learning (SEL)?

KELLY: One of the most challenging 
aspects of social emotional education 
is how to measure it. From a board 
perspective, it’s really exciting to have 
more tools – both for teaching and also 
for measuring to capture information 
about our students. We know social 
emotional learning is important. I 
work in higher education, and it’s a big 
influence in students’ success beyond 
high school. But if we can unlock 
some of this information earlier in a 
child’s education, it will help us make 
adjustments in their learning to better 
fit their needs. 

The board recently 
received a report that 
showed improved 
graduation rates in our 
district. Why are these 
increases noteworthy?

KELLY: Graduation rates are something 
that the school board is always 
interested in. Our job is to get kids to the 
finish line; the state says we need to do 
that and we know this is an important 
data point. 

During my tenure on the board, the 
school district has done a great job 
of focusing on supports for students 
by adding more counselors and 
being better connected with both 
families and partner agencies in our 
community. We need help from other 
organizations to meet all the needs 
of our kids and families, and this is a 
change in how we used to think of our 
work. We made this change because we 
realized student success is connected 
to family engagement. If a child is in 
crisis, whether they are dealing with 
homelessness, issues of safety, hunger or 
poverty, our district helps those students 
and families by working together with 
other community groups. We’re making 
really good strides and it’s showing up 
in a lot of ways, including improving 
graduation rates. A lot of research shows 
that graduation is a key step toward 
success in the rest of your life. 

What are some 
reflections you have 
about your 11 years  
on the board?

KELLY: This is my third term and 
Dr. Baker is the third superintendent 
I’ve worked with as a board member. I 
wouldn’t do this job if I didn’t believe 
strongly in the district and the exciting 
changes that are occurring. I believe 
in and support the district’s strategic 
plan, The Bellingham Promise, and the 

way it focuses on the whole child. I love 
the work and I get a lot of satisfaction 
from being a part of something bigger. I 
believe in volunteering and before I was 
a board member, I had good experiences 
in the district as a parent and started 
volunteering with the PTA. I came into 
this role not because I had a bone to 
pick, but because I felt I was in a position 
to offer something to the board and the 
district. The more you are involved, the 
more you are a part of the community.

Your School Board   
Q & A with Board President Kelly Bashaw

BELOW: Bashaw visits Happy Valley (left)  
and Geneva (right) in 2018.
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B E L L I N G H A M  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A
Like us on Facebook
@bellinghamschools

Follow us on Twitter  
@BhamSD  

Follow us on Instagram 
@bellinghamschools

BE MORE
Every child deserves a vibrant 

education, full of opportunity, to reach 
their highest potential in the classroom 
and beyond.

The Bellingham Public Schools 
Foundation connects the community, 
businesses and parents who share in 
this vision. 

Together, we are providing the 
additional resources required 
for outstanding public schools – 
transforming education in our 
community through generosity.

BE GRATEFUL
Your giving makes a difference. As 

we wind down another school year, the 
Foundation’s giving to students and 
educators will total more than $350,000 
– an achievement that is only possible 
thanks to your donation.

BE WELL
We share in the vision of The Good Food 

Promise. This year we awarded $10,000 
to purchase new salad bars in our schools, 
helping to encourage a lifetime of healthy 
eating by serving students nourishing, 
delicious, whole foods in a welcoming 
environment.

We also paid off more than $7,200 of 
student lunch debts throughout the year. 
The Foundation knows that hunger is a 
profound barrier to student learning. Across 
Bellingham schools, no child is denied a 
school meal because of their inability to pay.

YOU CAN MAKE A GIFT TO OUR 
WELLNESS FUND TO SUPPORT GRANTS 
LIKE THESE BY GOING ONLINE TODAY.
www.bellinghamschoolsfoundation.org

Students Receive Honors
Kulshan 

Middle School 
seventh-grader 
Shahmeer Imran 
came in second 
place in the 
Engineering 
division and 

third place overall at the Whatcom 
County Science Fair in March. Focusing 
on the world problems of electrical 
power and clean water, his solution 
turned to wave motion, developing four 
different systems that can make energy 
from waves. 

For the third 
year in a row, 
Bellingham High 
senior Aaron 
McInnis won 
first place in the 
Tenor category at 
the Washington 

State Solo Ensemble conference in April. 
Post-graduation, after a two-year mission 
trip, he plans to continue his studies in 
opera.

In March, 
Sunnyland 
Elementary 
first-grader 
Peityn Esquibel   
participated 
in a regional 
braille challenge 

through The Braille Institute. Students 
of all ages competed in braille reading 
and writing and the event included guest 
speakers for parents and a demonstration 
from Seattle’s beep baseball team South 
Kings Sluggers. Esquibel met other 
students and adults who read braille. The 
event was hosted by the Washington 
Talking Book and Braille Library and the 
Washington Council of the Blind.

Squalicum 
High senior 
Lauren Morales 
was selected as 
the recipient 
of the 2018 
Princeton 
Prize in Race 

Relations for the Seattle region. She is 
one of only 27 recipients nationwide 
who received the prize in their local 
community. She was selected for her 
work with the United Diversity Club 
and the Multicultural Meals program. 
Morales traveled to Princeton University 
in April to take part in the Symposium 
on Race Relations. She plans to attend 
the University of Washington after 
graduating.

Attendance Areas Committee Update
The standing committee on attendance areas has been brainstorming and thinking 
through draft scenarios that would adjust middle school boundaries as early as 
the 2019-20 school year. The committee will also review and recommend possible 
boundary adjustments for the three elementary schools to be rebuilt. Feedback 
from families and the community will take place prior to final recommendations. 
See bellinghamschools.org/committees/attendanceareas for more information.


